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STORM  OVER  THE  LAND

brigade of Southern troops plucked cotton from bolls standing in the fields
and stuck them in their ears during a shattering artillery fire. 'Dozens of
horses were torn to shreds/ said an eyewitness. A single shell crashed into
three horses and piled them in one heap. Wounded men lay in pools of
blood, frozen to the ground in changing weather.
And this huggermugger of smoke and steel, flame and blood, in Tennessee
meant to the President far off in the White House one episode. The Union
men of Tennessee would have easier going. The man power of the South
was cut down by so many figures. The war would never be ended by any
one event, any single battle. It might go on twenty or thirty years, using up a
generation of people.
The next day, New Year's Day of 1863, Seward brought to the White
House Lincoln's own draft of the Emancipation Proclamation. Lincoln had
left it with him for the State Department to engross duly. It needed one
thing to be a complete document. The President must sign it.
The President was alone in his office. The broad sheet was spread out
before Mm on a table. He dipped his pen in an inkstand, held die pen in the
air over the paper, and hesitated, looked around, and said: 1 never, in my
life, felt more certain that I was doing right, than I do in signing this paper/
It read:
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
A Proclamation
Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by
the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the
following, to wit:
That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or
designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion
against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever, free;
and the Executive government of the United States, including the military
and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such
persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in
any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.
That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclama-
tion, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people
thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and